THE 


LIBRARY 
WORLD 


Published Mid-Monthly. 


Vol. XXIV. No. 283. January, 
New Series 187. 1922. 


| Annual Subscription 12/6 
Postage 1/- extra. 


CONTENTS. 


s that Help .. 
(BY . BERWICK SAYERS.) 
Affairs 
Library News] 
Obituary .. 
Reviews 
North Midla nd Library Association 
Library Assistants’ Association: N.W. Branch 
Correspondence 


GRAFTON & CO. 
8, Coptic St., Bloomsbury 
LONDON, W.C. 1 


Ca 


4. 


England 
Commonweaitn, . Statutes. 


A Collection of Acts of Parhament and “Orders of the. 
Lord Protector and the Parliament, including ‘the 
broadside Proclamation of <Sromwell-as Chief Magis- 
trate, to the namber 6f 35. items, being the whole 
of the Public Acts, almogtiawithout exception, issued 
by the Parliament of 1656-9657. London, 1656-57 

210° 40s 


The rare acts regulating Postags and 1x London District 
are incladed, and one Act deals with je prevention of Tuxrt vrot THE 
Borpers or ExaLanp ScorcaNp. Aminteresting and valuable collection, 
folio, original panelled calf, with coiSemporary MS. index. 


Spain & Spanish Literature. 


CIRUEL® (Pedro) Ex3asitio libri missalis. peregregia : 
nuper edita ex officina saphentissimi viri, etc., Addita” 


sunt y tria eiusdem autoris @puscula. De arte predi- 
candi. De arte memorapdi. Et de corfectione 
Kalendarii. Cum Imperial, Complutensium 
(Alcala) M. de Eguia. In Universitate, 1528 
£190 
Foo, old oak boards, pigskin back, Gethic Letter, Ornamen<al Capitals, 
title in woodeut border with ornament, geinted in red and black, woodcut 
on back of title, MS. mete on title, MS-notes, lagge copy. but somewhat wormed 
and stained. 280 (281) &.+2 umtietabeted; with fine whole-page printer's 
mark at end. Slightly varies from BM_gopy in which Signature r v ( y 
numbered fol. chexxili. in mistake for has been corrected, sh 
thie is an earlier copy. This variatiogds-aiet referred te by Catalino Garcia, 


who mentions copies in the Bibliotecas @e Sen Idisro y de la Universidad ~ 


T. Juan, Ensayo de una Tipograia Complutense, 
Annual Clearance of Antiquarian Stock. 
Nearly 1,000 items at about 7s.6d. per itern. 
Send for Special Catalogue. 
GRAFTON 4 CO, COPTIC HOUSE, 7 & 8, COPTIC STREET. 
LONDON, EC. 


a 
v 


EDITORIAL. 


OvR appearance in mid-month may rob our New Year greetings 
to our readers of first bloom, but they are nevertheless hearty for 
their prosperity during 1922. We believe the year will be a good 
one in spite of the immediate fog that covers public finance and 
trade. The country is undoubtedly on the way to recovery, and 
libraries will share in the advance. At first there will be the 
proverbially British assaults on the things of the mind, but the 
future is with the library movement. It has more friends now 
than at any time in the past generation, and our circulations, registra- 
tion and attendances are greater than ever before. A vast public 
lies behind public libraries. It is true that it is unorganized and 
inarticulate, but it exists, and perhaps librarians may be able to 
do something to organize it. 

* * * 

Every town should possess an Adult Education Committee, 
which should have its headquarters at the library. This should 
be a body whose purpose is to formulate and forward any latent 
demand in the community for education after school years. On 
another page we publish a brief article by Mr. Berwick Sayers on 
his experiences in this direction. Such an educational body 
naturally supports the library, and might be the channel through 
which its purpose and place were made known to the community ; 
be, in short, the organizer of the inarticulate opinion in favour of 
libraries of which we have spoken. Other bodies that Mr. Sayers 
mentions, rotary clubs and chambers of commerce, can be interested 
in libraries in a very practical way. Has every librarian reviewed 
all his possibilities in these directions ? 

* * * 

We are accused of cruelty in the statement in our last issue that 
unqualified library assistants of twenty-five have no future in 
libraries. We regret to know that this is the view of the L.A.A., 
as expressed in The Library Assistant. But there is no evading 
the issue. We ask any member of the L.A.A. Council if he would 
give an important appointment to any candidate whose sole claim 
was that “ he had served for ten years’ in this or that library ? 
That is the crucial test. There is a much more cruel philosophy 
which encourages the unqualified to hope for preferment while the 
qualified are in the field. We have the deepest sympathy for library 
assistants, and we are only too painfully aware that some of them 
have received little or no encouragement from within their libraries. 
But surely they are awake to the movement of the world around 
them. They must link themselves with other library workers, 
and progress as they do, otherwise, we repeat, they have no 
future in libraries. * * * 

Press references to public libraries have been happy of late, but 
an exception to prove the rule appeared in The Morning Post for 
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2nd December, under the heading, ‘‘ Books at Home,”’ in which 
the novelist, Mr. L. Cope Cornford, was concerned to prove to his 
readers that in order that a book may be really savoured, understood, 
and loved, it must be possessed, must be bought. Public librarians 
daily hear the remark from pleased readers, “‘ 1 think that is an 
excellent book ; I shall buy it for myself,’ and so a purchase is 
made through the immediate agency of the library. We therefore 
agree with the writer’s main thesis, but not with such utterances 
as follow: “‘ Before the advent of the Free Library, with its tiers 
of dusty volumes, bleak reading-room, and patent indicator, 
Providence had its own way of dealing with the neophyte "’ [and 
gave the young genius occasional chances of becoming possessed of 
an important book]. ‘‘ Supposing, now, that instead of receiving 
their meat in due season . . . these lads had been bidden to 
explo~e the arid solitudes (sic) of a Free Library ? That experience 
once befel the present writer in his nonage. In the dim recesses 
of the civic library of an ancient cathedral town, lodged in a town- 
hall like a tomb, a venerable and pious librarian could find nothing 
more alluring to the seeker than the biography of a soldier of 
evangelical proclivities."” [Our readers must remind themselves 
that this is seriously written in 1921.) ‘‘ Of course there must 
be libraries ; there must be national collections, and libraries for 
students, for which students prefer to pay. And there the library 
should end.” “‘A wilderness of Free Libraries." ‘‘And how in the 
wide world a man can find what he wants in a Free Library not 
even a millionaire can tell him.”’ Finally, to be very impressive, 
“‘A public library is a mausoleum.”’ Has any of our readers ever 
read anything more silly ? 
* * * 


The appointment of Mr. Ernest A. Savage as Principal Librarian 
and Clerk to Edinburgh Public Library will gratify the whole 
library profession. The competition for the post was keen and 
the short list a formidable one, but even the unsuccessful candidates 
will be forward to approve the result. Mr. Savage was born 
44 vears ago, and entered the library in Croydon in 1890. In 
1895, he became sub-librarian of Watford, but returned to Croydon 
three vears later as a branch librarian, becoming sub-librarian 
in 1900. In 1904 he became librarian of Bromley, Kent, and 
established the new library there; in 1906 he went to Wallasey, 
where he built up a model library system; and in 1915 he was 
appointed to Coventry, where he carried on and completed the 
organization begun by Mr. S. A. Pitt. He is a scholar, a writer of 
no mean distinction, as all who know his Old English Libraries 
and his contributions to periodicals, including The Library World, 
are well aware. An original thinker, and a first rate administrator, 
his modesty is his only fault ; at times it is too great. His work 
for the L.A. every librarian knows. He has now his great oppor- 
tunity, and we are confident that he will make great use of it. He 
has our best wishes. 
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AGENCIES THAT HELP. 


By W. C. Berwick SAYERS. 


I suppose that most librarians have some experience of an Adult 
Education Committee, or of its equivalent; but in case there be 
one here and there who has not, I venture to suggest that the 
existence of such a body has a useful purpose for public libraries, 
and so write a few words on the committee of this name which works 
in Croydon. There may be better committees of a similar character, 
and perhaps these notes may produce a description of them. 

The Adult Education Committee came into being in connection 
with the Adult Schools, I believe. It was apparent that there were 
many agencies pursuing educational work in the town, such as 
the University Extension, W.E.A., the Adult Schools themselves, 
the Literary and Scientific Institution, the Public Libraries, the 
Choral and other musical societies,, the Photographic Societies, 
the Art Society, the Co-operative Societies, the Y.M.C.A., the 
Brotherhood, the Scientific Society, the Women’s Citizen’s Associa- 
tion; and every church of every denomination had some equivalent 
of a literary and debating society. In fact, in 1920 no less than 402 
lectures and meetings were held in 211 days in Croydon, and every 
one of them was, in a sense, educational. These societies represented 
the intellectual and artistic vigour of a large borough; but each 
worked separately, without connection, co-ordination, or visible 
interest in the activities of the others. It appeared that the co- 
ordinating of as many of these bodies as possible was a preliminary 
step to the organizing of the educational life of the town. A 
Committee was formed, and, fortunately, the right man was found 
for the office of Honorary Secretary. Every society was invited 
to nominate a representative to serve on the committee, and to 
contribute a minimum of one shilling annually to its upkeep. 
The Committee has met regularly and done good work. 

The first step was to produce a list of the educational agencies, 
then to secure their programmes, and from the latter to produce a 
calendar shewing every lecture or meeting of educational interest— 
in a broad interpretation of that term—that was to be held. This 
work was undertaken by the Libraries, and results in the Lecture 
Calendar which appears during the winter months in our Reader's 
Index. This lists the societies, etc., and the terms upon which 
their meetings may be attended, and then gives under each day a 
list of the meetings with the hours of commencement. It has 
revealed very useful points, among them that the student of 
almost any branch of knowledge may find at least one meeting a 
week that would interest him. 

It would take too much space to describe all the activities of the 
Committee. It rarely arranges lectures itself, although it has 
promoted a few on education and the use of public libraries. It 
is more concerned to offer help to existing bodies, to suggest subjects, 
to provide lecturers, and soon. Its relation to the Public Libraries 
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is obvious. The Committee has its headquarters in the Central 
Library, and draws attention at every opportunity to the facilities 
the Libraries afford. From the point of view of the Librarian it is 
a body of firm supporters of the library idea, unbiased by any form 
of opinion whatsoever. 

I hope to see the Committee arranging as a branch of its work a 
similar co-ordination in connection with our Junior Libraries of 
all agencies—from the Boy Scouts and the Meccano Clubs to the 
Girls’ Friendly Society—-which work for children. There are a 
number of these. 

In every place, however small, there must be these separate 
and yet similar agencies, both for adults and for children. It seems 
to me to be worth the thought of the librarian, and worth his energy, 
to endeavour to concentrate their work. A town can become almost 
a university if handled on lines such as these. 

Then there is the question of local bodies in relation to commercial 
libraries. The problem of the commercial library is an obvious 
one, with an obvious solution in great industrial centres. It is a 
much more difficult problem in smaller towns not so obviously—or 
not at all—industrial. Yet in every town there are business men 
who ought to receive service from their libraries, and who at present 
have grave doubt of the utility of libraries at all. One way is to 
get the local trading societies interested, and of these the Chamber 
of Commerce first, as many librarians have been able to do. At 
Croydon we have the good fortune this year to have as the President 
of the Chamber of Commerce one of our Libraries Committee, 
and at his suggestion the Chamber met at the Library, listened to 
an address on what had been done in the great cities, given by 
myself, and resolved to hand over to the Libraries all periodical 
literature received by the Chamber. What is much more to the 
point, it appointed a Committee to be called ‘‘ The Chamber of 
Commerce Committee to advise the Chief Librarian on Commercial 
Literature,’’ on which a representative of every important trade 
in the town has agreed to serve. I have presided over a meeting 
of this Committee, and the results, which were circulated, were 
as follows :— 

1.—STATE OF THE COMMERCIAL SECTION—It was explained that 
a section of the Reference. Library at the Town Hall had been 
initiated for the provision of commercial, technical, industrial, 
and general information for business men; that a large file of 
articles from commercial, technical, and industrial journals had 
been commenced ; that directories and year-books, as well as 
standard treatises on commercial matters, were in close proximity 
to the file ; and that the telephone had been placed within hands- 
reach, so that any business man might ring up the Library in the 
expectation of receiving answers to questions in a few minutes. 

2.—METHODS OF AsSISTANCE.—It was agreed to ask each member 
of the Committee to visit the Library in order to examine the liter- 
ature in his own speciality, and to make suggestions for filling gaps, 
and for making the whole more adequate. It was also suggested 
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that members should draw the attention of the Chief Librarian to 
articles in periodicals which in their opinion ought to be preserved, 
so that these might be filed. A number of members promised to 
look through their own trade periodicals, mark the important ones. 
(7.e., those adding to the existing information on the subject), 
and hand them to the Libraries, in the assurance that these would 
be classified and filed, and so be permanently at their immediate 
disposal on request. 

3.—TRADE DrrectoriEs.—The Chief Librarian desired informa- 
tion as to the desirability of providing directories of individual 
trades ; for example, the “ Directory of Grocers,” of ‘‘ Watch- 
makers,” etc. It was agreed that such directories, if they were 
bona fide, and not merely those in which traders’ names were 
included in return for a payment, might be very useful; and the 
Chief Librarian was asked to circulate a list of such directories 
with these notes, and to request each member to express his view 
as to the possible usefulness to himself and his trade colleagues of 
the named directory of his own trade. 

4.—ADVERTISING THE LIBRARY.—In order to advertise the 
facilities it was suggested: (1) that a notice calling attention to 
the Libraries be placed in the Chamber of Commerce Room ; (2) 
that paragraphs be inserted in the trade journals; (3) that other 
trade organisations in Croydon be circulated upon the matter ; 
and (4) each member was.asked to make the work known to his Staff. 

5.—VIsITs TO THE LIBRARY.—Members were asked to advise the 
Chief Librarian as to the days and hours at which he might ring 
them up when he required their help; and the Chief Librarian 
stated that he would welcome visits from members at the Central 
Library on any morning (except Monday) between 10 and 1, and 
at any other times by appointment. 

6.—MEETINGS.—It was agreed that it was unnecessary for the 
Committee to meet often; and that the best service would ‘be 
rendered by the individual efforts of members who placed themselves 
in touch with the Libraries, drew attention to important new litera- 
ture on their trades, and generally helped to keep the whole collection 
effective and up-to-date. 

I do not claim anything novel in connection with thisCommittee. 
If it has any value it lies in the fact that the business men are asked 
to take a personal interest in the Libraries. The members admit 
frankly that the contact they have gained with the Libraries has 
been a revelation to them, and the Chamber of Commerce has 
elected the Chief Librarian a member in the belief that a close 
connection with the Libraries will be advantageous to business 
men. It has always seemed to me that the haphazard filing of 
information chosen by a librarian from a multiplicity of periodicals 
is likely to produce a huge file and not much information that 
the community actually needs. If we can get the community 
to make the file for us it is probable that we shall get what is wanted. 

One of the hopeful signs in business life in this country is the 
growing vogue of the Rotary Club. I feel sure that the hbrarian 
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in each town should be a member. It is unnecessary, I presume, 
to say that the Rotary Club consists of business men, only one of 
whom is drawn from each branch of industry, who meet once a 
month, lunch together, and discuss business and social problems 
from the point of view involved in their motto, ‘‘ Service not Self.”’ 
Such a club affords obvious opportunities for valuable service to 
the librarian. I am delighted to see that in many towns librarians 
have addressed their Rotary Clubs on libraries in some way or other. 

These are a few things that can be done without great difficulty, 
although they involve time and effort. It is quite clear to me that 
the librarian must become more and more an active agent in his 
town. 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 
DEAR ERATOSTHENES, 

When the dramatist begins to concern himself with libraries, the 
poor librarian must needs turn to the drama. In other words, Mr. 
Bernard Shaw has been illuminating the columns of our learned 
contemporary, The Librarian, with the scintillations of his para- 
doxical wit, and so this month we blossom forth with a little plavlet, 
intelligible to those who have read Mr. Shaw, and entitled 

HEADACHE HALL. 
(Copyright in the United States, Patagonia, and the Free State 
of Ireland.) 

Time.—Evening. 

Scene.—The entrance to Headache Hall; a small room occupied 
by a bored-looking middle-aged man who is playing patience— 
needless to say, he is the assistant. Ina while his game is interrupted 
by the entrance, through the heavy baize-covered doors on one 
side of the room, of a meek, very insignificant little fellow, who is 
not even fashionably dressed. As the door opens, the sound is heard 
of ribald laughter, cursing and wrangling, which noise the assistant 
rushes to shut out by closing the doors behind the visitor. His 
bearing towards the meek man is charged with deep respect. 

ASSISTANT : Good evening, sir. 

(The meek man acknowledges the greeting and advances to the 
baize doors in the front.) 

AsSISTANT: Allow me, sir. 

He pushes open the doors and holds them open to allow the 
meek man to pass through—and to allow us a glimpse of the interior 
of Headache Hall, a large, lofty, timbered room, the decoration of 
which is severely medieval, from the stained glass windows and the 
locked glass-fronted bookcases to the hard uncomfortable forms 
on one of which, at the far end of the room, almost lost in the dim 
hazy light, is seated a solitary student. But before we can see 
more the assistant has closed the sound-proof doors behind the 
meek man, and resumed his game. In a few seconds, however, his 
attention is attracted by the advent through the side doors of a 
recurrence of the ribald row, and also of a tall, obviously purposely 
-ill-dressed, dirty youth carrying a large portfolio. 
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THE YOUTH WITH THE PORTFOLIO: Good evening. Here I am, 
you see. (Puts down the burden of his profession ) 

AssIsTANt: Yes, I see—but it’s no good. You can’t come in 
tonight. 

Youtu: That is rotten. Are you sure ? 

AssISTANT: Certain. The Hall’s full. 

Youtu : It’s always full. Look here, I’m beginning to doubt 
you (he pushes open the middle doors before the assistant is aware 
of his intention). 

Assistant: Heigh! You can’t go in I tell you. You mustn’t 
disturb them. 

Youtu : But there’s no one there 

ASSISTANT: Yes, there is. 

YoutH : Well—only two. 

Assistaxt: And two's sufficient. A crowded library is an 
absurdity—like a crowded laboratory or observatory. 

Youtn: Three isn't a crowd. 

Assistant: Three! Why, my boy, the introduction of the third 
might have an incalculable effect upon the destiny of the world. 
The studies of those two men must not be disturbed at any cost. 

YoutH: But what about my studies ? 

AssISTANT: Your studies ? 

Youtu: Yes. Don’t you realise that I’m to be the Rembrandt 
of the twentieth century ? 

AssISTANT: What about that ? 

YoutH : What about it ? Haven't I to have a chance? Hasn’t 
art to have a chance ? 

Assistant: Art! What’s art got to do with it? There’s 
something more important in the world than art, I should think. 
Do you know who's in there now ? 

YoutH: No. Pasteur and Abraham Lincoln ? 

Assistant: No. Come off it. I'll tell you. The man at the 
far end (his voice sinks to a reverential whisper) is to be the Bertram 
Shore of the future. Fancy! In eight years time—he’s only just 
started—he’ll have gathered together all the accumulated wisdom 
of the centuries and then you'll see. Not before. It would be 
dangerous to uncork such an intellect until all the sediment had 
settled down. But then—oh, the difference to me, to you, to all 
the—to be excessively cautious—millions of those general readers 
of moderate means, but not of excessive caution, who will share his 
books as they share a towel on a rolling pin. 

YoutH (not convinced): And the other bloke ? 

Assistant: Ah! The other gentleman—is even more worth while. 

Youtn: Indeed! 

AssISTANT: Yes. He's getting up a revolution. 

Youtu: A revolution ! 

AssIsTANT: Yes. It’s a ticklish job, is that. It'll take quite 
ten years—ten years of hard uninterrupted reading. And you 
ask me to let you in. 

Youtn : But what’s he reading all that time ? 
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ASSISTANT : Oh, lots of things—Henty, Don Quixote, The Bible, 
Elinor Glyn, and—of course—‘ Wheels.” Yes, it takes a lot of 
thought. It has to be turned round in your mind so often, you see. 

Youtu : But that’s damned hard lines on me. 

ASSISTANT: Can’t be helped, anyhow. You wouldn't like to 
rob the world of a masterpiece like ‘“‘ Up from Noah,” and a real 
good massacre of the capitalists, just for the sake of a few daubs, 
would you? 

Youtu: Oh, well. I'll go to a concert instead. 

ASSISTANT (with a smile of superior knowledge): You won't. 

YoutH: No? 

AssIsTANT: No. Because the concert hall’s occupied by the 
future Beethoven, and no one can be allowed to disturb him. 

YoutH: But, I say. How do you know that this bloke that’s 
monopolising the concert and these other blokes that are monopolis- 
ing this Hall are going to turn out as you say ? 

ASSISTANT: We don’t. It has to be left to chance. Do you 
know that we've trained twenty-five potential Trotskys since the 
Hall was founded, and nothing has happened yet. 

Youtn: Well, I’m going to the pictures, anyway. 

ASSISTANT: You can’t. 

YoutH : Then—damn it—I’ll have to go and commit suicide. 
Good Night. (He opens the door and the noise is heard once more.) 
I say. What the hell’s wrong downstairs ? 

ASSISTANT: Oh, nothing. It’s always going on. Different lots, 
you know. They come here to sit round the fire and read smutty 
stories, and generally to enjoy themselves. Tonight it’s the Sunday 
School League. 

Youtu : Sunday School League ! 

ASSISTANT: Yes. And tomorrow it’s the Town Council. 

YoutH: But why? 

ASSISTANT : Oh, they come here to discharge their evil impulses 
without hurting anyone—to waste their criminal propensities 
harmlessly through the imagination, so that after a debauch of 
Moll Flanders and Cartouche, and so on, they can go out and do 
good until they feel wicked again, and so on. That, I might tell 
you, is the true function of the reading room—quite a different place 
from the hall proper. It used also to be the sleeping room, but we 
found that the sublimination of evil impulsesclashed with somnolence, 
and so we fitted up a special dormitory with doors like this. 

(As he mentions the doors they open and a moderately dressed, 
moderately intelligent man enters. The youth slips out as the 
average man walks across to the centre doors. The assistant rushes 
to stop him). 

ASSISTANT: What do you want here ? 

AVERAGE MAN: What do you think I want ? 

ASSISTANT: You can’t go in there. 

AVERAGE MAN: Why not, pray ? 

ASSISTANT: That room is—not for you. 

AVERAGE Man: Indeed! And why not, eh? 
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ASSISTANT: Well—-judging by appearances, I don’t expect that 
you flatter yourself that you are a future Chekov or Selfridge, eh ? 

AVERAGE May : I'll tell you what I am—and not so much of your 
impertinence. I’m a ratepayer. 

ASSISTANT: A what? 

AVERAGE MAN: A ratepayer—and I'll tell you what I want here. 
I want to borrow books on all the main subjects that every man 
who wishes to keep in touch with the world must read, and I want 
to borrow novels, poetry, and plays for myself, my wife and my 
family—thev'll mean many an hour of peaceful enjoyment for us 
And I want music, too. Then my children will want books to help 
them in their studies and in their work, and yet again I want to be 
able to come here whenever I have need to obtain any definite 
piece of information, and when I want to look at the current scientific 
and technical journals and the reviews. That’s what I want. 

ASSISTANT: You won't find it here 

AVERAGE Man: Why not? Im a ratepayer. 

Assistant: Can’t help that. 

AVERAGE MAN: Can't you? I’llsoon see about that. I pay for all 
this and I expect what / want to be provided. My idea of alibrary— 

Assistant: Of a library ? 

AVERAGE Man: Yes. What else ? 

AssISTANT : Oh, I see. You want to go next door. This isn’t a 
library. It’s Headache Hall. 

Curtain. 
Hoping I haven’t bored you, I am yours, ARISTON YMOUS. 


[The Editor does not hold himselj responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.’’| 


LIBRARY NEWS. 


[| Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments, and 
changes, and other local items of general interest are particularly 
welcome. | 

At the Norwich Public Library on Thursday evening, November 
24th, Mr. W. T. F. Jarrold, the president of the Norwich and 

District Master Printers’ Association, held a reception with the 

view of developing technical education among the employees in the 

printing trade in Norwich. The special collection of books on printing 
and kindred subjects which had been formed at the Library were 
arranged for convenience in the Junior Library, where they could 
easily be seen and examined. To add to the interest of the meeting 
the City Librarian (Mr. Geo. A. Stephen) arranged an exhibition, 
consisting of some rare early English printed books belonging to 
the old City library, some facsimiles of early printed books in the 

British Museum, and specimens of decorative book-covers, title- 

pages, and end-papers by artists of repute from Mr. Stephen’s own 

collection. Each person was presented with a copy of the descriptive 
and annotated catalogue of the books on printing, etc., compiled 
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by the City librarian, the cost of which was defrayed by the Asso- 
ciation. An attractive musical entertainment added to the interest 
of the meeting. 

The nine lending libraries of the SHEFFIELD Public Library 
System were converted to card charging on December Ist, and a 
new system of registration of borrowers commenced, more than 
18,000 enrolling during the first three weeks. The various types 
of indicators formerly in use have been abolished, and open shelves 
introduced. 

The WARWICKSHIRE Rural Libraries Scheme is evidently one 
conducted on enterprising lines. We have received a small brochure 
entitled ‘‘ Notes for the Guidance of Local Committees,’ which lays 
down methods for receiving and distributing books and keeping 
records, and two catalogues—one a catalogue of books in the 
Students’ Library, which is a Dewey classified catalogue, with an 
author index and a subject index ; the other a catalogue of books in 
the Carnegie Rural Libraries, which is in the dictionary form and 
is in two parts, the first being for adults and the second for children, 
In each case the cataloguing is of the brief variety, but it is well 
done, and should be much appreciated. The “ Students’ Library,” 
be it remarked, is a collection stationed at Warwick, which is lent 
to teachers, adult residents, and boys and girls in recognised schools 
over twelve years of age. These books are sent by post. It is 
quite distinct from the Rural Libraries, which are circulated in 
boxes on the approved Carnegie lines. The annual report of the 
Warwickshire Scheme for 1920-21, shows that there are 7,000 books 
in the Rural Libraries, which were purchased at an average cost of 
3s. 54d. per volume, and that 16,460 books have been issued, of 
which 11,692 were fiction, adult and juvenile. The cost of the 
maintenance of the library was £752, while £3,584 was distributed 
as follows :—Building, £650; Alterations, etc., £1,328; Books, 
£1,235; Boxes, £77; Catalogue, £71; Furniture and Fittings, 
£223; Total, £3,584. 

The latest addition to the Scheme is a small library of music, 
which seems to have been well selected. 

The Scheme appears to be moving on very successful lines, upon 
which we congratulate the County Librarian, Mr. Duncan Gray. 


OBITUARY. 


The death of Mr. Robert Love Holmes, J.P., founder of the 
Glasgow and Rochdale firm of W. and R. Holmes, removes from 
the wholesale bookselling world a gentleman who in his day was 
one of the best-known figures in the northern trade. Mr. Holmes 
was a native of Kilbarchan, in Renfrewshire, where he was born 
on 12th December, 1843. He founded the business at Dunlop 
Street, Glasgow, in 1872, and rapidly made a connection with 
education and library authorities throughout Scotland. He had 
many friends among librarians, the number including the late 
James Duff Brown, Thomas Mason, the Barretts, father and son. 
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Mr. Holmes’ wide bibliographical knowledge was ever at the service 
of all comers, but he was very unassuming. Owing to failing health, 
he had to retire from active business some years ago. He passed 
away peacefully at Kilbarchan on 17th December. 


REVIEWS 


In a recently-published Committee Report entitled The Teaching 
of English in England* there is much valuable criticism and comment 
on the advisability of a closer understanding between the Education 
Authority and the Public Library Committee. 

The Report strongly advocates the formation of school and class 
libraries, and goes on to say, ‘‘ Many local authorities, though not 
all, supply books on a generous scale, and some of them have adopted 
schemes for the circulation of books to the schools, and issued lists 
of books for the guidance of teachers’’; but, unfortunately, the 
Report does not state whether it is the Library Committee that 
has undertaken this work. In some towns the Library Committee 
makes the selection and attends to the mechanical side of the 
business, and the Education Authority either makes generous 
grants or bears the whole of the cost. 

Visits to public libraries are, in the opinion of the Committee, 
very beneficial, and it is here again that only close co-operation 
can achieve this end. 

Much good advice, and a little adverse criticism, is given on the 
question of the public library, and it is worth quoting :— 

The hopefulness of the generation which first established free libraries 
has been succeeded by some natural regrettable despondency because muni- 
cipal libraries too often reflect the low literary standards of the communities 
in which they are established. ‘“‘ Books cannot teach the use of books,” 
and even the provision of good books does not ensure that good use will be 
made of them. But a public library under enlightened management can be 
of immense assistance. (1) Every municipal library should seek to possess 
a complete collection of standard English authors, with copies of all the 
critical works, biographies, and books of reference needed by students of the 
English language and literature. (2) The Juvenile section should contain 

a number of sets of the best novels and tales of adventure, and the best books 
for boys’ and girls’ reading; useful lists have been issued by some of the 
local education authorities, and by other compilers. A children’s ——. 
room, if managed by someone who really understands children’s needs, 
extremely useful at holiday times. “‘ Story-telling afternoons’ during the 
Christmas holidays, organised by one public authority, offer an example 
worthy of imitation. (3) Though the principle of easy access to books is more 
generally understood than it used to be, there are still many public libraries 
where the use of books is restricted by vexatious formalities. (4) The purchase 
of sets of plays—to include ‘‘ Temple ” and “* Mermaid "’ dramas and the best 
modern English plays and verse translations of ancient and foreign masterpieces 
—-would render possible in many localities the formation of reading societies 
and dramatic clubs that would foster literary interest and taste. (5) Occasional 
lectures on books i in the library. or on the literary associations of the district, 


* The Teaching of English im ‘England : being the report of the Depart- 
mental Committee appointed by the President of the Board of Education 
to enquire into the position of English in the educational system of England. 
Lond.: Published by His Majesty’s Stationery Office. 1921. Price, 1s. 6d, 
8vo. pp. xvi. +394. 
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are also helpful. (6) New books should be brought tothe notice of the readers, 
not merely by the publication of lists but by placing the books where they 
can be inspected. (7) The official librarian’s besetting temptation is to become 
a custodian rather than a distributor of books. His first duty should be to 
make his library widely useful and attractive. For this he requires wide 
knowledge of books, sympathies with many tastes and needs, a readiness 
to learn and a willingness to serve. (8) We attach great importance to co- 
operation between the public library committee and the local education 
committee. . . (9) The closer the connection between education and the 
public library the more likely we are to secure a larger number of enlightened 
librarians who understand not only complicated systems of cataloguing, but 
also the insides of the books which they handle. 

There are, we know, many items in the foregoing excerpt that 
are actually in existence, and that the public library is in close 
co-operation with the Education authority, but the repetition wilh 
not be in vain, inasmuch as it demonstrates in what ways the 
public library can be of value to the education authorities. 

Quoting further from the Report :— 

In some towns, as, for example, in Halifax and Bradford, there is close 
co-operation between the schools and the municipal libraries, with most 
beneficial results. Pains are taken to prevent the reading habit formed in 
the elementary school from lapsing when the pupil leaves ; the children are 
taken to the town libraries, or hear a lecture from the librarian, and they 
receive a ticket of membership of the public library on the day of leaving 
school. Libraries for general reading are furnished to the schools—.in some 
cases on loan, in other cases asa permanent possession-—the cost being generally 
borne by the education authority, while the labelling and cataloguing are 
done by the staff of the municipal library. We are advised that the manage- 
ment of the scheme is best put into the hands of a sub-committee consisting 
of members of the library and education committees, with the librarian as 
executive officer. 

In conclusion, the Report’s recommendations are, in reference 
to books and libraries : 

1.—That nothing is more vital for the spread of good literature than the 
supply of good editions of standard authors at a moderate cost. 

2.._That co-operation between the Public Library Committee and the 
Loca! Education Committee is of great importance. 

3%. -That every Elementary School should possess its own library. 

4..-That in Secondary Schools the provision of a good library is at least 
as important as the provision of a good laboratory. 

G. R.A. 


NORTH MIDLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

The Thirtieth Annual Meeting of the North Midland Library 
Association was held at Leicester on November 17th, 1921, by 
invitation of Mr. Alderman C. Squire, Chairman of the Leicester 
Public Libraries, Art Gallery, and Museum Committee. 

The members to the number of 33 assembled at the School of 
Art in the Newarke, and were welcomed by Alderman Squire 
in the name of the Leicester Library Authorities. Alderman Foulds 
(President) replied, and then gave a report on the Manchester 
Conference, commenting on the various papers, and commending 
the admirable local arrangements and hospitality afforded to the 
members. Mr. Foulds quoted Lord Burnham’s inspiring message, 
and also the speeches of the President and ex-President, all of whom 
were unanimous as to the value and importance of Public Libraries, 


There is only a small number of copies left 
of the new edition. 
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In the Press— 
REVISED EDITION OF MR. W. C. BERWICK SAYERS’ IMPORTANT 
STANDARD WORKS ON LIBRARY CLASSIFICATION. 


‘INTRODUCTION TO LIBRARY CLASSIFICATION,’’ embodying THE SHORT 
CoursE IN PRACTICAL CLASSIFICATION”’ and ‘‘ CANONS OF CLASSIFICATION "’; 
applied to The Subject’ “‘ The Expansive,” The Decimal,” and “ The 
Library of Congress Classifications.” 

Cloth. 10s. 6d. net. 


Now Ready— 
THE FILM: Its Use in Popular Education. By M. Jackson Wrigley. With 
a Foreword by The Rt. Hon. Sir Gilbert Parker, Bart., and an Introduc- 
tion by Walter A. Briscoe, F.L.A., City Librarian of Nottingham. 
Cloth. 6s. net. 


** No one can read the book through without profit, or without being led into many a fresh and 
valuable new train of thought. It is by virtue of its strongly-marked attribute, of serving, time 
and again, a8 a suitable jumping-off ground for constructive fancy, that ‘ The Film,” by M. 
Jackson Wrigley, is likely to be of most value at the present time.”— Kinematograph Weekly. 
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Mr. Brown (Northampton) opened the discussion with extracts 
from the paper given by Miss Reta Oldham on “ The Library and 
the School,’ and concluded by advocating the preparation of a 
bibliography for young readers. . He also adversely criticised the 
Conference as a whole, both as regards the worth of the papers and 
the general arrangements. Mr. Topping (Loughborough) endorsed 
Mr. Brown’s remarks in some measure. On the other hand, Mr. 
J. Potter Briscoe, Alderman Squire, Mr. Lowe, Alderman Foulds, 
Mr. Walton, etc., while agreeing that in some instances the papers 
were of less interest than usual, pointed out that others were of 
great value, especially when regarded from a wider point of view. 
They also spoke of the value of the visits paid to the libraries of 
Manchester, the interest to librarians of the various forms of library 
work that are being practised there, and also of the bibliographical 
treasures and the charm of the John Rylands and the Cheetham 
Libraries. 

Mr. J. S. H. Bates, of the Leicester School of Art, gave a most 
interesting lecture and demonstration on “‘ Bookbinding from the 
librarian’s standpoint.” The bookbinding department of the School 
of Art was afterwards visited. 

Mr. E. E. Lowe (Leicester) had arranged a collection of prints and 
photographs illustrating “The Life and Work of Dante,”’ and gave 
a fascinating account of the vicissitudes of Dante’s life. Mr. Lowe 
also conducted the party round the Museum and Art Gallery, while 
others visited the Public Library under the guidance of Mr. T. H. 
Smith, the deputy librarian. 

The Annual Business Meeting was held ; the minutes of the previous 
meeting were read and confirmed. Mr. W. A. Briscoe gave a report 
of the Council meeting, and paid a tribute to the services rendered 
by Miss Pierce during the year ; he also reported on the death of 
Mr. Cox, Ilkeston, a past president and valued friend of the Asso- 
ciation. The members rose as a mark of respect and sympathy 
with the family. 

The Hon. Treasurer, Mr. A. Vinen, reported upon the financial 
position. The year ends with a balance in hand of £1 6s. 34d., 
and 18 subscriptions still outstanding. The Annual Report having 
already appeared in print was taken as read. The Hon. Secretary 
reported on the joint meeting of the four Northern branches held 
at Ilkley on June 3rd and 4th, where valuable and successful work 
was done, and Miss Pierce was thanked for her resumé of the 
proceedings. 

Mr. Alderman Squire proposed a vote of thanks to the retiring 
president, Mr. Alderman Foulds, which was carried with applause. 

The officers elected for the ensuing year were as follows :— 
President, Mr. Alderman Charles Squire, Leicester. Hon. Sec., 
Miss K. E. Pierce, Kettering. Hon. Treas., Mr. A. Vinen, Leek. 
Hon. Auditor, Mr. F. Topping, Loughborough. Council: Mr. W. A. 
Briscoe, chairman; Messrs J. Potter Briscoe, R. W. Brown, A. 
Hooper, E. E. Lowe, W. Walton, W. P. Woolston, with the officers 
as ex-officio members. 
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The meeting concluded with very hearty thanks to the Chairman 
and the Leicester Public Libraries and Art Gallery Committee 
for their hospitality ; to Mr. E. E. Lowe for the local arrangements ; 
and to Mr. Bates for his excellent lecture on bookbinding. 


LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION : 
NORTH WESTERN BRANCH. 


The attention of members is invited to the following competition : 

Mr. M. Jackson Wrigley, F.L.A., Librarian of the Liverpool 
Library, Lyceum, offers two prizes of 10s. 6d. each for the best 
two essays on “ The Film : its uses as an Educative and Publicity 
Agent.” 

“1) The competition is open to all members and associates in 
the North Western Branch, both the Liverpool and District 
Division and the Bolton and District Division. 

(2) There is no limit to the number of words. 

(3) Originality, method of treatment, and literary style will be 
regarded as deciding factors. 

(4) Essays should bear an assumed name and be accompanied by 

a statement (in a separate envelope) to the effect that the 
work is the competitor’s own unaided effort. This statement 
should bear both the writer's real and assumed name. 

Essays must reach Mr. Wrigley by January 3lst, 1922, in 
envelopes endorsed in the top left hand corner ‘‘ Competition.” 

Mr. Wrigley will be the adjudicator, and his decision must be 
taken as final. 

It is to be hoped that a large number of assistants will compete, 
as the subject is certainly very attractive. Members will recollect 
that Mr. Wrigley recently published through Messrs. Grafton and 
Co. a book entitled The Film: its Uses in Popular Education” 
(Coptic Series, 6s.). Copies of this interesting work are in the 
Reference Library, Liverpool, the Lending Libraries’Depét, Liverpool, 
and no doubt also in many other libraries in the Area. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


THe Epitror, Library World, 
8, Coptic STREET, W.©.1. 22nd December, 1921. 


SIR, 

I shall be very grateful if you will insert this request in the next 
issue of the Library World. 

With a view to forming a collection of the bookplates used in 
the various public libraries throughout the United Kingdom, I 
shall be indebted if librarians of the various libraries will send to me 
a copy of the bookplate used in their library. 

Thanking you in anticipation, 
I am, Sir, etc., 
Public Library, Watford, Herts. H. E. Waites. 
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